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EQIP Organic Initiative Self-Certification Worksheet for Fiscal Year 2013

This self-certification form shall be used by each producer applying for EQIP Organic Initiative assistance. The goal of the Organic Initiative is to ensure that conservation technical assistance and EQIP program benefits are allocated to address resource concerns related to organic production. In order to qualify for the Organic Initiative, a producer must self certify they meet one of the following three categories.

1. Certified Organic

I, ________________________, hereby acknowledge that I am a certified organic producer and I will provide NRCS with a copy of my current approved organic system plan (OSP) and I have agreed to implement conservation practices consistent with EQIP statute and the OSP (Sec. 1240 (B). I understand that I am required to maintain organic certification throughout the life of the EQIP OI contract. If certification is not maintained, the contract may be subject to termination.

Signed: ______________________________________________     Date: ________________________________

2. Transitioning to Organic

I, ________________________, hereby acknowledge that in order to receive technical and financial assistance through EQIP Organic Initiative as a Transitioning to Organic producer, I agree to develop and implement an organic system plan to standards established in the National Organic Programs (NOP) Act (7 U.S.C. Sections 6501-6522), and I have contacted the following certifying agent to begin the process of transitioning to organic according to requirements of the National Organic Programs (NOP).

                 Certifying Agent:  ________________________________________________________ 
                   
                 Address:  _______________________________________________________________  
                
                                   _______________________________________________________________
                                   
                 Phone No: ______________________________________________________________

I understand that if I do not meet this requirement during the period while transitioning to organic production, my EQIP program contract may be subject to termination.

Signed: _______________________________________________    Date: _________________________________

3. Exempt from Certification (Organic Producers selling less than $5000 organic products annually)
I, ________________________, hereby acknowledge that in order to receive technical and financial assistance through EQIP Organic Initiative as an Exempt producer, I Agree to Develop and implement an OSP that meets standards established in the National Organic Programs (NOP) Act (7 U.S.C. Sections 6501-6522), and my application will be ranked with certified organic producers provided I meet eligibility requirements. I certify that I sell less than $5,000 in organic products annually and I have provided the required documentation as specified in CPM-440. I agree to implement practices that are consistent with an OSP. If practices are not consistent with an OSP, the contract may be subject to termination.

Signed: ___________________________________________              Date: _________________________________
Step Two – Priority Determination for– Select One:
D.C. Approval: _____________________________________              Date Approved: _________________________


Non-Discrimination Statement
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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